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Award winner
Congratulations to SrA. Jermaine Wallace, 366th

Operation Support Squadron, for winning the Airfield
Management Airman of the Year award for Air Com-
bat Command.
Cell phone emergencies

If members have an emergency on base it is faster
to call 828-1117 on cell phones rather than 911. This
reduces the time it takes for base emergency teams to
arrive on scene.
New security posture

The Air Force implemented a long-tern baseline se-
curity posture to standardize entry control operations
across the entire Air Force. Under this baseline pos-
ture, increased ID checks and more robust entry pro-
cedures, along with other security measures
have been implemented. These procedures will im-
prove security Air Force-wide. These procedures are
not in response to any specific threat to the base.
AFSA awards

The local chapter of the Air Force Sergeant’s Asso-
ciation has scheduled its first awards luncheon for
March 19. Lunch is served at 11:30 a.m. with the award
presentations starting at 12:10 p.m. at the Gunfighters
Club.
Auto skills center

Starting Tuesday members can bring their own oil
and oil filters to the auto skills center for an oil change.
They will inspect the vehicle and change the oil for $10
(diesel vehicles are $15). For details call 828-2295.

The reunion
Left: TSgt. Nicole Scogin, 366th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron, shares a smile and a hug with
her daughter Codi after returning home from a three-
month deployment March 5. Top: Gunfighters catch
up on the latest news after returning home from
deployment. For more pictures see page 6. Photos
by SSgt. Christopher Gish.

PDF Jr. event returns
By 1st Lt. Joe Campbell
Gunfighter public affairs

Military members deploy frequently, as part of their unit
and individually to backfill other units.

 As such, programs that help children and spouses of
military members understand the deployment process are
important.

Gunfighters stepped up to the challenge after the events
of Sept. 11, 2001 and created a program that is spreading
across the Air Force.

In November 2001, the family support center, family
advocacy and base support agencies held the first Person-
nel Deployment Function Jr.

The purpose of PDF Jr. is to help children of military
parents understand what their moms and dads experience
while preparing for a deployment.

“The program is designed to decrease the deployment
stress for kids and to help them know that their parent is
safe,” said Mr. Gary Strickland, family support center.

Young Gunfighters processed through a mobility line with
their own mobility folders, dog tags, mock shot records
and identification badges.

The event helped to educate families, particularly chil-
dren, about what it is like to deploy.

Aircraft displays, the weapons standardization hangar
and a mock up of a tent city were part of the program.
Participating children tasted Meals, Ready-to-Eat, wore
field gear and learned about communications equipment.

An additional PDF Jr. held in August 2002 focused on
return and reunion.

Featured events were a “return” mobility processing
line, a more detailed tent city, fire engines, a mock field
hospital and an explosive ordnance disposal team. Lunch
was served from a mobile kitchen like what is used in de-
ployed environments.

The two previous events, attended by more than 400
Gunfighter children and spouses, is back by popular de-
mand.

See PDF, page 3(Air Force photo)
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Commander’s Hotline
This Hotline is your direct line to me.
It’s your opportunity to make Mountain Home AFB a

better place to live and work.
I review every response to Hotline questions, but func-

tional experts prepare most responses.
If possible, you should first contact the organization re-

sponsible for the problem or function.
Your first sergeants, commanders and agency chiefs want

to help, so please let them try.
If you do not know how to proceed or if you have al-

ready tried your chain of command, then do not hesitate to
contact the Hotline at 828-6262 or CommandersHotline@mountainhome.af.mil.

Not all Hotlines are published, but if you leave your name and phone number
or e-mail address, I will make sure you get a reply.

Col. Blair Hansen
366th Fighter Wing commander

Col. Hansen

The Gunfighter is published by Mountain Home News, 195 South
3rd East St., Mountain Home, Idaho, 83647, 587-3331, a private firm
in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive
contract with the 366th Fighter Wing.

This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized
publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of
The Gunfighter are not necessarily the official views of, or en-
dorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including in-
serts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the De-
partment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Mountain
Home News of the products or services advertised. Everything
advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase,
use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the Public
Affairs Office of Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho, (208) 828-
6800.

All photographs are Air Force photographs unless indicated.
Deadlines: All articles intended for publication in The Gun-

fighter must be submitted to the 366th Fighter Wing, Public Af-
fairs Office, 366 Gunfighter Ave., Bldg. 512, Suite 314, Mountain
Home AFB, Idaho 83648, by noon Friday. All submissions will be
considered for publication based on news value and timeliness.
Every article and photograph will be edited for accuracy, clarity,
brevity and appropriateness. All articles will be edited to con-
form with the AP Stylebook and Libel Manual as stipulated in Air
Force Instruction 35-101.

Coverage: Coverage of upcoming events should be
arranged in advance by calling the public affairs office at 828-
6800 or by sending an electronic message to
pa.news@mountainhome.af.mil.

Classified Ads: Free classified advertisements of a non-
commercial nature are published in The Gunfighter on a space-
available basis. Free advertising is limited to: Air Force people
(active and retired), Department of Defense civilian employees
and their family members. Ad forms are available in Bldg. 512.
Deadline for free classified advertisements is 5 p.m. Monday.
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Rack ‘em up — Annual Gunfighter winnersWelcome to Gunfighter
Country — home of a

winning attitude! Air Force Awards 1 Air Combat Command Awards 5 12th Air Force 5

AADD made 2 saves since March 5, 41 in 2004
Last DUI: Days without a DUI:

5(As of noon Thursday)

366th Equipment Maintenance Squadron

EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

Internet coupons
I printed two coupons off the Internet and when I went to give it to the cashier

she said it was against their policy to accept coupons from the Internet due to fraud.
I asked why the sign wasn’t posted somewhere and she said it was posted all over
the store. The store manager pointed to one. The sign read “limit one coupon per
purchase per customer” and it makes sense, but nothing about Internet coupons at
all. If that is their policy, fine. But they should post it.

The policy of not accepting Internet coupons was instituted DeCA-wide in
September 2003. Most of the top 20 grocery chains have the same policy. The
reason is there is not an industry solution in place to detect counterfeit coupons at
the checkout. This resulted in a large number of counterfeit coupons being
passed industry-wide. Signs were posted in the store for several months and the
information is still on the DeCA Internet site. Since it is not possible to leave all
DeCA policies posted all the time, signs are posted whenever there is a change in
policy, then removed after a reasonable amount of time. Signs have been put
back up at the registers as a reminder to patrons. We are sorry for any inconve-
nience this may have caused.

Mr. Mike Hurt
Outdoor Adventure Program, programs director

As an avid mountain biker I have ridden in some pretty
spectacular places that are not too far from Mountain
Home.

In less than an hour, several hundred miles of trails can
be accessed that provide riders of all skill levels many bik-
ing opportunities.

In many ways our local area is a mountain bikers dream
complete with diverse trails and very few mountain bike
riders.

In addition to the local dream location, there are even
better trails just a bit further down the road.

The outdoor adventure program travels to a place where
the rock is slick, the scenery is unreal and the mountain
biking is out of this world.

The place is Moab, Utah.
For three days and nights riders experience the best

Moab has to offer. The world famous Slickrock Trail, Gemini
Bridges, Amasa Back and Porcupine Rim are just some of
the trails riders have access to.

Riders can also choose to hike to areas like Arches
National Park and the Klondike Bluffs.

This yearly experience is available for $90 to riders with
their own bikes and $100 for those who rent one from
OAP.

These prices include transportation to and from Moab
as well as transportation to the biking locations while there;
also included are three nights lodging in cabins complete
with swimming pool and hot tub.

Riders must only provide their own food and clothing.
This trip is not just for expert riders; it is open to riders

of all skill levels.
We recommend that riders spend time prior to the trip

getting their legs and lungs ready for the burn.
The trip is scheduled for May 13. Sign ups start April 6.

Space and equipment are limited so reserve early.
Those with questions can call OAP at 828-6288.

Riding the rocky slopes of Utah

(Courtesy photo)
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The honor guard represents the elite of U.S. Air Force
standing tall and proud, they serve with distinction.

Their tailored uniforms, trimmed with the distinctive sil-
ver aiguillettes, the service caps worn low on their brows
and shoes polished to a mirror finish, distinguish them as
members of the Air Force’s elite.

Tradition, esprit de corps, dedication, sacrifice, integrity
and pride are the traits of a professional member of the
U.S. Air Force.

The Air Force Honor Guard traces its beginnings to May
1948 when Air Force headquarters was instructed to de-
velop plans for an elite ceremonial unit comparable to those
of the other armed services.

A ceremonial unit was activated within the Air Police
Squadron, September 1948, with an authorized strength of
98 enlisted members and two officers. However, because
of transfers and personnel attrition, it was not until March
1949 that a sufficient number of personnel were assigned
to enable the unit to function as intended.

The ceremonial detachment continued to be assigned to
the Air Police Squadron, which in the course of several
redesignations eventually evolved into the 1100th Security
Police Squadron.

The Air Force Honor Guard came into its own as a
separate unit and was authorized 147 airmen and 3 offic-
ers Jan. 1, 1972. This is the standard that continues even
today.

These individuals are well-trained, highly professional,
and represent the finest traditions of the Air Force in disci-
pline, appearance and competence.

The most visible and lasting impression provided by the
honor guard are the honors given to the deceased who
have honorably served their nation.

The honors given at memorial services provide not only
a final tribute to the deceased, but also a soothing, healing
time of remembrance for families and friends.

The final presentation of the flag that draped the casket
is a solemn act of recognition and remembrance by a grate-
ful nation for dedicated service and sacrifice.

The base honor guard members sacrifice much per-
sonal time and energy in order to meet the numerous

Representing those in uniform,
honoring those who served

taskings requested of them.
An area as large as the one assigned to the Mountain

Home AFB Honor Guard team requires a 50-member squad
to meet the ever present taskings.

Service on the honor guard is reserved for individuals
with the desire to go above and beyond the call of duty and
to represent the Air Force to a grateful nation.

Potential members must be nominated by their squad-
ron commander, first sergeant and supervisor and approved
by the honor guard officer in charge or non-commissioned
officer in charge.

Upon approval and completion of the training period,
members are appointed by the 366th Services Squadron

(Air Force photo)

commander for a minimum of one year.
Honor guard training, equipment maintenance and other

activities, such as fund-raisers, require a time commitment
of eight to 10 hours a month. Ceremonies usually add an-
other five hours a month to the commitment.

In addition to certificates of recognition and letters of
appreciation, honor guard members demonstrating extraor-
dinary initiative and dedication in support of guard activi-
ties can receive an Air Force Achievement Medal.

Those interested in representing the Air Force with dedi-
cation, integrity and pride should call SSgt. Bobbi Russell
at 828-2874. See page 11 for more information.

(366th Services Squadron)

PDF Junior will be held at the youth center at 3
p.m. March 19. As in years past, children will have an
opportunity to go through a processing line complete
with their own mobility folder, identification badge and
dog tags.

Participants may visit weapons and aircraft displays,
sample MREs, view the inside of a temper tent and
try on field gear. Children will also receive a pillow
case with a Gunfighter logo.

The program is scheduled to end at 6:45 p.m. fol-
lowed by an opportunity to eat at the youth center.
The inflatable jump booth and obstacle course will be
set up in the youth center gym for use at 6:30 p.m.

Call the family support center at 828-2458 or the
youth center at 828-2501 for reservations.

PDF, from page 1

(Air Force photos)
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By Capt. Carrie Clear
447th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

During the Gulf War Baghdad International Airport sus-
tained a great amount of damage that was not repaired
until after Operation Iraqi Freedom began.

“The infrastructure was severely neglected and it’s been
our job to bring it up to standards for an international air-
port,” said Capt. Megan Kinne, 447th Operations Support
Squadron commander.

(Editors note: Capt. Megan Kinne is a Gun-
fighter deployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom)

Soon after the airport was taken, an Air Force tactical
air control element moved in to assess the damage and
see what repairs were needed to open the airfield.

When the squadron’s airfield management flight arrived
in June they took over responsibility for upkeep and main-

tenance of the taxiways and runways.
“We have great continuity,” said Capt. Kinne. “Some of

the same airfield managers have been here since the be-
ginning.”

Many challenges have been overcome since the airport
opened to military traffic and airfield managers have fa-
cilitated the improvements that have been made.

The flight has been involved with everything from coor-
dinating runway repairs with the 447th Expeditionary Civil
Engineer Squadron to facilitating contracts with SkyLink
Aviation, Inc., Raytheon and other companies in prepara-
tion for commercial traffic to resume.

 “One of the biggest challenges and biggest successes
was making a third world airport that hasn’t been oper-
ated or maintained since Desert Storm function,” said Maj.
John Cassel, 447 ECES.

“There were no record drawings of pavements, utilities,
drainage, NAVAIDS, etc.,” said Maj. Cassel. “We, and
our predecessors, have had to draw on the deep experi-

Deployed squadron makes airfield go
ence of our CE men and women to investigate and ana-
lyze what was here and then use Harvest Falcon and other
Air Force and local assets to put together a functioning
airfield. We’ve kept things going and improved a lot of
areas for the Iraqis, definitely leaving everything in a whole
lot better shape than we found it,” Maj. Cassel added.

But their mission is more than scheduling repairs, the
airfield managers also make the determination on whether
or not the runway or taxiways need to be closed after
mortar and rocket attacks or in-flight emergencies.

“We look for anything that makes it unsafe for the air-
craft, coordinate clean up and fix what needs to be done,”
said Capt. Kinne. “We’re one of the few agencies here
actually able to work with rebuilding Iraq.”

Capt. Kinne spoke of the progress and impact the team
has made while deloyed to their location and was optomistic
about the future.

 “We’ve seen the airfield go from the battle zone to one
that will be open to the public very soon.”
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Welcome home Gunfighters

Photos by SSgt. Christopher Gish

SSgt. Kevin Moss from the 366th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron shares some much needed time with his daughter after returning home from Iceland.
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1st Lt. John Shill, 390th Fighter Squadron, and his little girl Emily share a hug after his return from
Iceland March 5.

A returning Gunfighter is assisted by a little Gunfighter
March 5.
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Top: SSgt. Doug Paxson, 366th Component Maintenance Squadron, poses for a photo with his wife
Heather and their two children DJ and Breanna. SSgt. Paxson returned March 5 from Iceland after
being deployed for just over 3 months. Left: SSgt. Paxson holds his daughter during their reunion.

A mother and her son go for a stroll after being reunited. Gunfighters returned from a three-month deployment March 5.
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